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| was holding this book since more than four years now and wished to 


read it. Its mere size was postponing its reading, so finally read it fully 
from cover to cover during August-September. Author of this significant 
study Ishtiaq Ahmed is Professor Emeritus of Stockholm University of 
Sweden, from where he received his PhD degree in Political Science and 
taught afterwards. Born on 24‘ February 1947 in Lahore, the author 
remained associated with National University of Singapore and LUM 
Lahore also. Book is dedicated to author’s wife Meliha, perhaps Turkish 
and sons Sahir and Selim and their partners. The book was published in 
hard cover by Rupa Publications Delhi in 2011 and they also brought out 


its soft cover edition in same year. Book is divided into 21 chapters, 
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divided into three stages, along with Acknowledgements, Preface, 
Calendar 1947, Chronology of events during 1947, Government of 
Punjab (1947) and Introduction, prior to chapters and in appendices 
there are List of Punjab assembly members in 1946-47, prior to partition, 
Glossary, Bibliography and Interviewers list and Index. Total pages of 
book cross 800 hundred mark. Probably this is most comprehensive 
study of 1947 partition of Punjab. 

In acknowledgements author thanks Swedish research council for 
generous research grant for the work in 2003-5 for three years. A large 
number of individuals and Rupa publications are also acknowledged 
gratefully. In Preface, author brings personal reference of Temple Road 
Lahore where he was born, which was a mixed population area once of 
Hindu-Sikh and Muslims. Beli Ram and sons’ chemists continued to live 
in this area till 1971, they left after Pakistan break up. In childhood, the 
author had listened to many tales of Muslim sufferings from refugees 
from India, though a Muslim Lal din, he was taunted as Hindu Lala 
Churanji Lal! In 1953, Ahmadiyya problem also cropped up. Author 
refers to fictional and literary works, including Amrita Pritam’s classic 
poem of partition- Ajj Akhan Waris Shah nun.... also referred is Boota 
Singh-Zainab story. 

On theoretical plane, author refers to Jewish holocaust, ethnic 
cleansing in former Yugoslavia, genocide in Rwanda and Darfur and the 
partition of Punjab as common manifestation of the same irrationality 
and aggression which bedevilled civilisations in antiquity/middle ages 
and our times. He refers to indigenisation of administration since 1940’s. 
There were five divisions of Punjab in 1947 with 29 districts. The 
divisions were -Rawalpindi, Multan, Lahore, Jullundur and Ambala. First 
two became part fully of Pakistan and last two of India, while Lahore 
division was divided, whose two districts-Amritsar and Gurdaspur 
became part of India. 17 districts went to Pakistan and 12 to India. 

After calendar there is cursory look at the chronology of events from 
24th January 1947 to 31st December 1947. On 24* January Punjab 
Premier Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana bans RSS and Muslim National 
Guard. On 20* February British declares June 1948 as final date for 
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quitting India. 2"? March get the resignation of Khizr ministry and on 34 
March Master Tara Singh waves his Kirpan in front of Punjab assembly 
in opposition to creation of Pakistan. On 5" March Governor Evan 
Jenkins imposes Governor rule. Between 6-13" March large killings of 
Sikhs in rural Rawalpindi area takes place. On 24‘ March Louis 
Mountbatten takes over as last Viceroy of India, who announces 
partition plan on 3 June with transfer of power in mid-August 1947 
itself. On 234 June Punjab assembly approves partition plan. On 8" July 
Cyril Radcliffe takes over as Boundary commission chairman. On 18 
July British Parliament passes India Independence act 1947. On 1** 
August poorly, managed Punjab Boundary force under Major General 
Rees takes over. On 12" August first large movement of Muslims from 
East Punjab to westwards begins. On 15" August power is transferred 
and British rule ends. On 17‘ August Radcliffe award is announced with 
sharp escalation of violence. On 1st September, one month old Punjab 
Boundary force is disbanded. Between August-December 1947, ethnic 
cleaning on both sides of border takes place and five to eight million 
people killed. 
Govts. Of Punjab during 1947- 
Governor- Sir Evan Jenkins, ICS 
Chief Secretary-Akhtar Hussain, ICS 
Premier- Sir Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana-January 47 to 2" March 47 
Ministers-Ch. Lahiri Singh, Mian Mohd Ibrahim Barg, Bhim Sen Sachar, 
Sir Muzaffar Ali Qizilbash, Baldev Singh 
August 47-Dec. 47 
West Punjab Governor-Francis Mudie ICS 
Premier-Nawab Iftikhar Hussain Khan of Mamdot 
East Punjab 
Governor-Chandulal Trivedi ICS 
Premier-Gopi Chand Bhargava 
In 23 page Introduction, author refers to basic facts like total 
population of Punjab, including princely states was almost 3crore and 
40 lakh people in 1947 with Muslims 53.2%, Hindus 29.2%, Sikhs 14.9%, 
Christians 1.9%. There were 29 districts in British Punjab with nearly 3 
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crore population. With sole exception of Malerkotla state of nearly 90 
thousand people under Muslim Nawab, all Muslim population was 
obliterated. February 1946 elections brought volatile situation. Christian 
Reginald Massey, author of a book on Bhagat Singh is mentioned. Two 
Indian reports referred are-Gurbachan Singh Talib collected data for 
SGPC as 453 pages book Muslim League attacks on Sikhs and Hindus in 
Punjab in 1947, blames Muslim League. Second 349 page ‘Stern 
Reckoning’ by Justice G D Khosla. In Pakistan, three short reports-Note 
on the Sikh Plan; The RSS in the Punjab and The Sikhs in Action refers 
to plan of elimination of Muslims from East Punjab. Ch. Mohd. Ali, PM of 
Pakistan during 1955-56 in book- The Emergence of Pakistan alleged 
Sikh leadership at highest level with Maharajas of Patiala and 
Kapurthala included refers to macabre conspiracy to eradicate all 
Muslims. Former CJ of Pakistan Mohd Munir, member of Boundary 
commission in his book-From Jinnah to Zia admitted large scale 
communal attack on Sikhs and Hindus first in Rawalpindi in March 1947. 
lan Coupland in his book-The Master and the Maharajas-refers to 
elimination of Muslims as revenge. Sir Penderel Moon estimate of 
killings and migration-Muslims lost the most lives, Hindus and Sikhs 
most property. 4.5 million Hindus and Sikhs crossed the border, while 
six million Muslims did so. Kirpal Singh-Partition of the Punjab and 
Larry Collins/Lapierre Freedom at Midnight. Khwaja Iftikhar-Jabb 
Amritsar jal raha tha- 
Author/researcher claims the work to be first holistic and 
comprehensive study of Punjab partition. Ahmad Salim helped 
researcher in Pakistan and Mohinder pal Singh(Vicky) and Hitesh 
Gosain and Virender Singh in India. 
Primary sources-1. Complete record of Fortnightly Governor reports 
(FRs) 
2. British published 12 volume Transfer of Power during 1979-83 
3. Tribune and Pakistan Times, 4. Oral histories-interviews 

Chapters are divided as-first three on theory and background, 
moving to Stage-1 titled as -The Punjab Bloodied-it has six chapters 
with introduction. Stage-2 is titled as-The Endgame from March to 
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August 47 with four chapters and introduction. Stage-3 is titled as-The 
Ethnic Cleansing- from 15‘ August to 31st December 1947.-it has 
introduction and then eight chapters-three on Exodus from West Punjab 
with three chapters and five on Exodus from East Punjab and Princely 
states. 

In appendices, the complete list of 166 MLA’s of Punjab as on 4 
July 1947 is given, it was out of total 175 seats. Then Glossary of 
Punjabi terms and Bibliography is given and also list of interviews done 
from 1992 to 2011 is given, which is with 233 people. Lastly index is 
given. 

While the first chapter of the book is-The theory of Ethnic Cleansing 
and the last 215* chapter is-Analysis and Conclusions. Despite having 
academic format, the study is very lucid and readable for even a 
common reader and serves both purposes equally well-as serious 
academic study based on empirical data and lucid narration of a tragic 
history. 

Before moving to his data-based study, the author discusses the 
theory of ethnic cleansing in first chapter of the book. He underlines that 
Forced migration, Ethnic cleansing and Genocide-all processes are 
interconnected. In his words-‘ethnic cleansing is a generic term that 
covers removal of a distinct population-on the basis of ethnic, religious, 
sectarian and other such factors-from a specific territory. In the case of 
Punjab conflict, it was the religious factor which became the basis of 
politically relevant ethnicity.’ (Page 1) Despite being very tragic, author 
does not find this phenomenon to be unusual as -migration of 
individuals, groups, communities and even whole societies have taken 
place throughout the ages and across all the regions and continents of 
the world.’ (page 2-3). The term Genocide was coined by Polish jurist 
Raphael Lenkin in 1944 and was given legal recognition during 1945-47 
Nuremberg trials of Nazis. 

Author opines that Punjab had developed as a composite, traditional 
multicultural society during Mughal times in1526-1857. Paul Brass has 


termed very large loss of life in Punjab partition due to ‘retributive 
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genocide’. Due to lack of trust and failure in arriving at power sharing 
formula peacefully has led to Punjab ‘retributive genocide’. 

Author moves to the history of pre-colonial and colonial Punjab in next 
chapter. Oldest Rigvedic name of Punjab is Sapt Sindhu-land of seven 
rivers. The river Indus most important, Mughals started calling it Punjab- 
panj aab-five rivers-Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej and Beas. Oldest 
inhabitants of the land are found during 1500 to 1000 BC. Many 
outsiders came to this land-Greeks, Huns, Shakyas, Kushans etc. Till 
eleventh century Hinduism and Buddhism flourished. Arab came in early 
8' century, settled in Multan. Conquest of Lahore by Mahmud Ghazni 
happened in 1021 AD, since then Muslim presence in Punjab. 
Conversions to Islam was gradual, Sufism and composite culture 
developed simultaneously. Love and heroic epics in distinct Punjabi 
language were written in middle ages. Sikhism developed in fifteenth 
century. To make one child as Sikh tradition developed in Hindus. 
Punjab was under Sikh rule during 1799-49, during which Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh regime long and expanded widely during 1801-1839. After 
annexation in 1849 by British rule continued till 1947. Notable 
Communal conflicts before partition-murder of publisher Rajpal by Illam 
Din on 5" April 1929 in Lahore for publishing Rangeela Rasul book 
written by Pandit Chamupati. Poet Iqbal defended IIlam Din, hanged in 
October 1929 in Mianwali jail. In 1935-Masjid/Shaheedganj Gurdwara 
conflict took place in Lahore, High court upheld Sikh rights, but bad 
blood was created among Sikh-Muslim relations by this conflict. 
Rawalpindi first clashes took place in 1926, in Multan in 1929, in 
Amritsar in 1940. Author does not refer to worst Kohat clashes of 1924. 
Memoirs of Lahore of eminent personalities of all three religious 
background given. Romantic books on Lahore’s beauty are mentioned. 

Third chapter is focussed on- ‘The Genesis of Punjab Partition’ (1900- 
1944) 

2/34 of pre-partition Indian population was Hindu, Muslim minority 
nearly 25%, most of them converts from lower Hindu castes. Iqbal of 
Kashmiri Brahmin background told Allahabad 1930 Muslim League 
conference about Muslim India within India. Ch. Rehmat Ali and other 
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Cambridge University students in 1933 produced Pakistan- ‘Now or 
Never’ pamphlet for separate Muslim nation. Steps towards-Govt. of 
India Act 1935, 1937 provincial elections, 1938 militant armed Muslim 
National Guards of Muslim League, 

In 1901-five districts of Punjab-Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Hazara and 
Dera Ismail Khan separated into making NWFP province now named 
Pakhtunwa. Author refers to 1901 to 1941 census data, which shows 
increase in Sikh population at the cost of Hindu population, while 
Muslim population is stable and by 1941 they are in majority of 53%. 
First idea of partition was mentioned by Lala Lajpat Rain in 1924 in The 
Tribune as West Punjab with Muslim governance and East Punjab with 
Hindu-Sikh governance, he also supported Sindh, NWFP and East 
Bengal as Muslim provinces. That was in reaction to brutal September 
1924 Kohat communal violence. In 14° December 1924 Tribune article 
Lala Lajpat Rai even advanced the idea of Partition of India. 

Punjab Unionist party of landlords was formed in 1923 and dominated 
Punjab politics till March 1947, this included Sir Fazal Hussain, Sikandar 
Hayat Khan, Chhotu Ram and Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana, it was in favour 
of United Punjab, but Muslim League uprooted it. Two factions in Punjab 
Congress existed-Lala Lajpat Rai-Bhargava faction was rightist, while 
Satyapal-Kitchlew-Bhim Sen Sachar faction was left oriented. Congress 
leader Mian Iftakhurdin went over to Muslim League later. Sikhs got 
separate electorate rights and extra seats in 1919, broke away from 
Congress, became Panthik parties. Majlis-Ahrar and Khaksar 
movements among Muslims were close to Congress and nationalist. 23"¢ 
March 1940 resolution of Muslim League in Lahore demanded Pakistan 
clearly. 

Second part of the book starts here with reference to Stage-1-The 
Punjab Bloodied. First stage is referred from January 1945 to March 
1947. On 8 March 1947 Congress party supported Sikh demand for 
partition of Punjab. 

Chapter fourth is titled as-Punjab elections and coalition Government- 
1945-46 
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In 1945 post war general elections in UK, Conservative party lost and 
labour govt. led by Clement Attlee came to power. Elections for India 
announced on 21° August, for constituent assembly too, in which 
Muslim League did not take part. In provincial assembly elections 
Congress got 905 seats out of 1585, Muslim League got 440 seats out of 
495 Muslim reserve seats. Author refers to ‘Top secret breakdown plan 
of British officials of 27" December 1945, which was sent by British 
army chief General Auchinleck to Secretary for State for India Sir Patrick 
Lawrence, which refers to dangerous level of law and order situation. 
Viceroy Lord Wavell also sent his demarcation plan in February 1946 in 
continuation of this breakdown plan. British cabinet mission came to 
India on 23" March 1946 with Stafford Cripps, Patrick Lawrence and AV 
Alexander. It gave its 16" May scheme of division in united India. Three 
groups of states were suggested and decentralisation of power. 
Congress rejected plan on 24" May, favouring strong central authority. 
Jinnah gave call for Direct Action in Bengal from 16 August, resulting 
in massive communal violence against Hindus, it was followed by 
communal violence in Bihar, where Muslims were targeted by Hindu 
Mahasabha. Nehru visited Bihar and it had quietening effect. In 
Garhmukateshwar communal violence took place on the excuse of cow 
slaughter. Jinnah suggested transfer of population in two states of 
Hindustan and Pakistan. 

Pandit Nehru took over as Vice President/Prime Minister of interim 
Govt. on 24" August 1946. From Muslim League Liaqat Ali Khan, Firoz 
Khan Noon, Chundrigar, JN Mondal, Abdul Rab and Ghazanfar Ali 
Khan(Punjab) joined ministry. During pre-1947 elections only 11% 
population had been enfranchised. In 1946 Punjab elections, Muslim 
League made massive gains at the cost of Unionist party, as Khizr Hayat 
Khan was away for long. AMU, students, Maulvis and Pirs and 
Communist party supported Muslim League to favour Pakistan. There 
were provocative slogans. Muslim League won 75-the maximum seats 
out of 175-member assembly on 24‘ February 1946. Congress got 50, 
Panthic parties 23, Unionist party was reduced to 18 seats, seven 


independents won. Communists lost their four seats held earlier. Muslim 
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league was ten short of majority. Others joined together and made Khizr 
Tiwana as Premier on 11 March 1946, who continued till only 2"? March 
1947. On 8* April 1946 Evan Jenkins took over as Punjab Governor. 
Communal militancy was shown by Panthic leaders-Master Tara Singh, 
Giani Kartar Singh, Udham Singh Nagoke and Ishar Singh Majhail. RSS 
membership increased to 46 thousand and Muslim National Guards 
increased to 22 thousand by 1946. Communal pot was boiling from all 
sides. RSS chief Golwalkar visited major Punjab cities in November 
1946. Khizr was passive spectator. 
Fifth chapter is-Direct Action-24*" January-26" February 1947 

On 24t" January, Punjab Govt. banned RSS and Muslim National 
Guards. Arrest of Muslim League leaders created volatile situation. 
Begum Shahnawaz led a procession of one lakh people in Lahore on 3rd 
February. Jinnah’s paper Dawn’s entry into Punjab was banned. In other 
cities too, massive protests took place. Editors including Faiz from 
Pakistan Times issued protest statement on 28" January. On 20% 
February British announced transfer of power plan. A Sikh constable 
was murdered in Amritsar on 24‘ February and agitation turned violent, 
which was withdrawn on 26‘ February. Muslim League celebrated 
Victory day on 29" February and Khizr resigned on 2" March, giving 
shock to Akalis and Congress. Master Tara Singh was belligerent and 
took out sword on 3 March at Lahore Assembly gate, perhaps cutting 
Muslim league flag too. 

Pakistan Times photographer AT Chaudhary(Whom | met in Lahore in 
2007), told author that Pakistan Times first issue came out on 5" 
February. Chief Secretary of Punjab Akhtar Hussain reported aggressive 
behaviour of all groups. 

6 Chapter-The March Riots Lahore 


Lahore founded by Lav in folklore, was captured by Sikh rulers in 1799 
for 50-year Khalsa rule. Victory day by Muslim League on 2 March and 
bravado by Tara Singh on 3'¢, Nawab Mamdot was re-elected Muslim 
League leader. Communal clashes broke out in Lahore on 4" March, 


Governor rule was imposed on 5‘ March. 
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7 Chapter- March Riots: Amritsar and Jullundur 
Jo mangega Pakistan/usnun diange qabaristan-Sikh slogan 
Marenge mar jayenge/par Pakistan banaynge-Muslim slogan 
Khhon se lenge Pakistan/Jaise liya tha Hindustan 
In chowk Paragdas Amritsar massive violence took place, Pandit Nehru 
saw it. Master Tara Sigh escaped treachery to assassinate him. 
Chapter 8-The March Riots: Multan 
Diwali festival is said to be originated from Multan. It was ruled by 
Shias, later Sunnis took over. Prosperity under Ranjit Singh rule was 
ensured here. Seth Kalyan Das, a philanthropist’s murder in Multan 
terrorised Hindu. 
Chapter 9- The March Riots: Rawalpindi and adjoining Rural areas 
In Rawalpindi city, Hindus and Sikhs were in majority; in rural 
areas Muslims were. Massive killings of Sikhs in rural areas took place. 
(Reference to Baba Gurbachan Singh, an ‘accomplice’ of Bhagat Singh 
involved in bomb making-Ishtiaq Ahmed very casual at many places, in 
reference to Ghadar party as well as here, he makes irresponsible 
unconfirmed statements.) Thoa Khalsa village incident mentioned, 
where women jumping into well, depicted in Tamas novel by Bhisham 
Sahni and film of the same title by Govin Nihalani. 
General Messervy remarks on riots- 
First cause-politico-religious 
Governor Jenkins remarks-Amritsar-Multan exception- cut no ice with 
Jinnah religious nationalism theory, only heavy damage to property. 
Master Tara Singh making violent statements 
From here author moves to Stage-2 
The Endgame Unfolds 
24" March 1947 to 14" August 1947. 
Chapter 10-British Policy on the Punjab: 24" March-30 June 1947 
On 24 March Mountbatten took over as Viceroy. Jenkins viewed Tara 
Singh speech as inflammatory and he obstructed reconciliation with 
Muslims. He noticed factionalism rampant among Sikhs. On 15* April 
Gandhi-Jinnah made joint appeal for peace in India. Congress doubted 
some Governors. Out of 29 districts of Punjab, ten each were led by 
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British and Hindu-Sikh officers, nine by Muslims. Jinnah wanted 
Bengal/Punjab united on ‘cultural unity’ argument, which cut no ice with 
his religious nationalism theory. Khizr Hayat wanted referendum on 
Punjab with four options- 

1United Punjab with agreements with Hindustan and Pakistan 

2.Punjab join Pakistan 

3. Punjab join India 

4. Punjab to be divided. 

Mountbatten told Nehru of his plan to early transfer of power, which he 
did not share with others. Jinnah and Maharaja Patiala meetings took 
place on 15'-16' May in Delhi, with Jinnah offering literally Sikh state 
within Pakistan. Jinnah had drinks with Maharaja before dining. 
Maharaja did not accept the offer due to Akali leaders’ pressure. 

Jinnah demanded corridor for Pakistan to Bengal, was refused. On 3"¢ 
June partition plan was announced, boundary commission was formed. 
On 12‘ June partition committee chaired by Mountbatten with Sardar 
Patel, Rajender Prasad, Liaqat Ali Khan and Abdul Rab as members was 
formed. On 15 June Jenkins noted no enthusiasm in people for 
partition. On 23'¢ June Punjab assembly met separately, West Punjab 
chaired by Speaker S P Singha and East Punjab chaired by Deputy 
Speaker Kapur Singh. 72 members of East Punjab Muslim League 
motion of Nawab Mamdot of United Punjab rejected by 52 votes to 
twenty-two. In West Punjab Partition motion rejected by 69 votes to 27. 
88 Muslims including Khizr Tiwana two Christians, one Anglo Indian 
voted for United Punjab, 77 Hindu-Sikhs voted for partition. Punjab 
Boundary commission led by Cyril Radcliffe with Mehar Chand Mahajan 
and Teja Singh, Din Mohammad and Mohamad Munir as members 
started work from 27" June. 

Chapter 11- The Battle for Lahore and Amritsar-April-June 1947 

Violence subsided in April-May beginning, revived in mid-May Rajgarh 
attacked in Lahore by Hindus. Shahalmi Gate fire/bomb on 16 June. 
Fire lasted for 12 hours. Cheema’s revenge and double role. 


12‘. Chapter-Partition Machinery and Proceedings-July-14" August 
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Partition committee met on 1% July with Governor in chair with four 
members-Mumtaz Daultana/Zahid Hussain and Gopi Chand 
Bhargava/Swarn Singh. Jinnah did not allow Mountbatten to be 
Governor General of Pakistan, he declared himself as so. On 18" July 
British Parliament adopted India Independence act. MC Setalvad 
presented Congress case before Boundary commission. Zafarulla Khan 
presented Muslim League case which held that economic disparity and 
inequality on one side with Hindu-Sikh riches and destitute Muslims on 
other side. Bashir Ahmad, representing Ahmadi case pleaded for 
Batala/Qadian included in Pakistan. Radcliffe award published on 17* 
August, causing more tragedies. It was replica of Wavell boundary 
demarcation of 1946. 

Chapter 13-The Punjab Disintegrates-July-14"" August 


On 15 July Central peace committee formed in Amritsar on 22™ July. 
Mountbatten ordered Punjab Secretariat to move to Shimla by 10 
August. RSS continued its tirade against Gandhi-Nehru. August violence 
in rural areas. Anjali Gera Roy-original family from Lyallpur-Hindu Arora 
family. Harkishan Singh Surjeet interview included. 

Stage-3-Ethnic Cleansing-15" August-315t December 1947 
Introduction-Influx of Hindu-Sikhs to East Punjab and Muslims to West 

Punjab. Convoys 20-30 miles long with one and half lakh people walking 
with bullock carts, trucks, cattle, men women, children, old, sick. On 8 
April 1950 Nehru-Liagat Ali pact was signed with now no right to return. 

Exodus from West Punjab 
Chapter 14-Lahore Division 
Som Anand interview -author spoke to him in October 1999-narrated 
tragic murder of Prof. Brij Narain, Professor of Economics at Panjab 

University Chandigarh, who defended the demand for Pakistan, 
economic arguments for its being viable state.....ardent supporter of 
Pakistan idea....Jinnah asked him to stay on and he made up mind to 
serve Pakistan....he believed in Jinnah’s desire to create a democratic 
state where non-Muslims will have equal rights...... faced one mob in 


locality and convinced them not to destroy property as it was now 
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Pakistan property.....but another mob...killed him being ‘a 
kafir’.....another writer and relative of Prof. Narain, Gopal Mittal wrote in 
his autobiography-‘Lahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya: Aapbitee’.....Prof. Narain 
lived on Nicholson road Lahore....internationally acclaimed 
economist....wrote several article in support of Pakistan state...... his 
murder made many Hindus leave Pakistan, those who wanted to stay 
otherwise.....(Pages 409-11) 

Publisher Attar Chand Kapur and Sons had good relations with Muslim 
league leaders like Shaukat Hussain, Nawab Mamdot, Firoz Khan Noon, 
Mumtaz Daultana etc., who visited his house routinely...He stayed on 
but by 5" September these leaders expressed inability to protect him, he 
was sent to border with protection and he crossed to India.... (Pages 
414-15). 

Kanta Singh Luthra describes the tragedy of his uncle Madan Gopal 
Singh, registrar of Panjab University, he was renowned scholar of 
literature and religion, he sent family, but stayed on for University 
records transfer.... on 315 August he was killed in his office, stabbed 14 
times by his own stenographer...Professor Shaukat Ali confirmed this.... 
(Pages 419-20) 

Massive killings in Sheikhupura, Nehru visited and told people 
gathered there-‘you people are heartless and cruel’, a cleric responded- 
‘No, you are more prejudiced, because the carnage started first from 
your side. Why are you shouting now?” (Page 429) Nehru and Liagat Ali 
Khan both Prime Ministers together visited riot hit areas and on 3°¢ 
September they visited Sheikhupura as confirmed by papers, both held 
joint press conference at Lahore, they also visited Amritsar, Batala and 
Hoshiarpur. 

Chapter 15-Rawalpindi Division 

Hindu Mahasabha leader Prof. Gokul Chand Narang daughter Kamla 
Sethi, married to an army officer stayed on till 5° October 1947. There 
are narrations of events through interviews of people in all these 
chapters. 

Chapter 16-Multan Division and Bahawalpur State- 
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Vimla Virmani, another daughter of Gokul Chand Narang and 
Bollywood lyricist Laqsh Lyallpuri interviews are quoted here. Vimla 
tells that her father was never happy in Delhi. Baba Farid birth place 
Pakpattan was also not spared of communal killings.... Bahawalpur 
state ruled by Nawab acceded to Pakistan, it was peaceful state and well 
maintained. 

2"¢ part of this stage-3 is-Exodus from East Punjab and 
Princely states 


Chapter 17-Amritsar and three Tehsils of Gurdaspur 

Gurdaspur district was placed in Pakistan in 3 June scheme, which 
had 51% Muslim majority, but Radcliffe award gave its three tehsils- 
Batala, Gurdaspur and Pathankot to India. Pakistan Govt. even 
appointed Mushtaq Cheema as DC, who served only three days from 
14" to 17 August, it brought fierce reprisals from Hindu-Sikhs against 
Muslims of the area later. 
Ch. Mohammad Ali quoted a British officer in his book-The Emergence 
of Pakistan that on ‘15 August afternoon a mob of Sikhs paraded 
Muslim women naked throughout the streets of Amritsar, raped them 
and hacked many to death, burned others alive. In Iftikhar book Jabb 
Amritsar Jal raha tha, this incident is mentioned in March, but most 
other writers mention it on 15° August. (Some have mentioned even 
such happening in Golden Temple itself, not mentioned in this book). 
Sharifpura colony was Muslim colony (I lived here in year 1961 for a 
month while joining cutting and tailoring course in ITI Amritsar after 
Matriculation, its congested hostel was in Sharifpura). Amritsar Muslims 
were lukewarm to Muslim League and more allied with nationalist- 
‘Majlis-e-Ahrar’ and Khaksars. Author quotes Urdu writer A Hameed, 
who describes Jawaharlal Nehru as ‘a secular intellectual’, but not the 
main congress...Patel hated Muslims. Hameed described Upendernath 
Ashq a fellow Urdu writer as ‘deeply prejudiced Hindu’, he was critical of 
Progressive writers also.... (Page 520). Author visited legendary singer 


Mohammad Rafi village-Kotla Sultan Singh also. 
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Author quotes Muslim League leader Begum Shahnawaz, whose mother 
was in Delhi, she called Pandit Nehru on phone to save Batala Muslims 
lives and they were saved. (page531) 

Chapter 18-Jullunder Division 

Ferozepur district had 45% Muslim population, first Ferozepur and 
Zira tehsils were awarded to Pakistan but in 17 August award these 
were given to India. Malik Mohammad Aslam, a Congress supporter told 
in interview that how his Hindu friend Lala Dhuni Chand tried to help 
them and RSS killed his son Amarnath, who had gone to get medicines 
for them. He blamed politicians for their ‘lust for power’ and not agree 
‘how to share power’. (Page 538) 

Dr. Zakir Hussain visited Jullundur around 15 August and he could 
had been even killed, but his visit galvanised Congress workers. On 24** 
September or 24‘ August as author thinks Pandit Nehru visited 
Jullundur, accompanied by two Ahrar Maulvis, one Maulana Habibur 
Rehman. In meeting at company Bagh, a Muslim League worker 
described atrocities on Muslims, Nehru termed it as criminal/goonda 
action, a Communist told that these people are around you only. Pandit 
Nehru issued strict instructions and attacks got reduced. Sardar Patel 
visited a week later and did not meet public, only officials and Congress 
workers he met and that attacks on Muslims increased again. 

CPI prepared a detailed report dated 21S September detailing the 
attacks on Muslims. Report mentions that had Nehru not come, biggest 
massacre of Muslims would had taken place in Jullundur. Jullundur 
District Magistrate one Midha gave freedom to rioters to ‘do whatever for 
three days’, his son was stabbed in Gujranwala. Darbara Singh, district 
Congress President also joined rioters and collected heaps of booty.’ 
(Page 546) 

Chapter 19-Ambala division and Delhi 


Case of Naseeb Kaur or Azmat Bibi is referred here, who was born 
Muslim, saved by a Sikh; just four at partition, taken care by a Sikh 
overseer, who himself had participated in raids on Muslims, but took her 
as father. He thought she brought good luck to his business and was 
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named Naseeb Kaur, married with children and grandchildren at the time 
of interview. She did not forget her mother and met her in 1990 at her 
door, when her mother came to see her. Now they re-established their 
relations but live in different religions. (Page 588). 

Hisar district had 28% Muslims and Rohtak 18%. | A Rehman, 
respected peace activist was born in Hassanpur in district Gurgaon, 
thirty miles from Delhi. Gandhi ji sent his secretary Pandit Sunder Lal to 
keep them back, but they left in September via Bathinda to Fazilka 
border. 

Chapter 20-Eastern Punjab and Princely States 

Mountbatten tried Sikh-Jinnah rapprochement, but did not succeed. 
Sikh Refugees from Hazara in December 1946 and in March 1947 from 
Rawalpindi. Attock and Jhelum districts, fleeing from slaughter at the 
hands of Muslim mobs, worsened the situation. Robin Jeffery makes 
Niranjan Singh Gill of INA as villain of peace for organising Sikh jathas, 
so were Muslim INA soldiers attacking Sikhs in Pakistan. Rulers of 
Patiala, Nabha, Kapurthala and Kalsia took part in preparing Sikhs for 
attacks on Muslims. Sikhs wanted to attack towns in Pakistan, but 
Pandit Nehru will never allow, estimates of 8 lakhs to one million to two 
lakhs by Coupland of such jathas. One thousand hardened killers were 
amomg them. Large congregations or with army protection of Muslims 
were not attacked, smaller were attacked. Patiala most powerful state 
with 24% Muslim population. Large Muslim massacres took place in 
Patiala. In Nabha and Kapurthala states Tikka Sahibs-Princes and not 
Maharajas were involved in encouraging massacres. Dr. Hafiz case, a 
Muslim league leader, who was killed with a rumour of attacking 
Maharaja. RSS/Akali workers started trouble in Patiala. Kapurthala ruler 
Jagatjit Singh made his city as Paris, built a Moorish Mosque, he was 
away to Europe during partition, his son perhaps aroused People to kill 
Muslims. 

Forty-eight hours curfew in Patiala on 15 September and Muslim 
killings began. Jind state (Sangrur) did not patronise or encourage 
killings. 

215 Chapter-Analyses and Conclusions 
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The last chapter brings the author’s viewpoint on these events. 
Observations of the author are- 
*British annexed Punjab and tried to modernise and develop it to 
promote their colonial interests, benefits were derived by Hindus and 
Sikhs, Muslims lagged behind. 
**Resentment of Muslims expressed at the beginning of 20 century 
*** Punjab Land alienation act of 1901 to take care, moneylenders, but 
they continued exploiting peasants 
**** In 1947, 75 to 80% property of Punjab owned by Hindu-Sikhs 
*****Politically pro-British Punjab Unionist party developed inter- 
communal power sharing formula 
*Rangeela Rasul publication and murder of Rajpal by llamdin, 1935 
Masjid/Shaheed Ganj Gurdwara issue created communal tensions, so 
had March 1940 Muslim League Lahore Pakistan resolution. 
Stage-1. 1942-45 Congress people in jails due to Quit India, Muslim 
League gained, 1946 election results- ‘recipe for disaster’! 
Master Tara Singh histrionics on 3" March with Hindu Mahasabha 
speeches for all-out war 
Sikhs upper hand in riots first, but tables turned after 6° March in 
Rawalpindi 
Congress support to Punjab partition as per Sikh demand on 8 March 


Stage-2-From April 47, centre of gravity shifted to Delhi. 

Jinnah plea on Punjab/Bengal cultural unity was poor logic in view of 

his Hindus and Muslims two separate nations theory 

Khizr scheme of keeping Punjab united within commonwealth did not 
receive British support 

Most controversial was Mountbatten decision to advance transfer of 
power date to August 1947 from June 1948, must be held responsible for 


its disastrous consequences 
21-22 June night Shahlami gate fire broke the back of Punjab Hindus. 


Radcliffe award similar to Wavell demarcation plan of 1946 


Stage-3-----The state disappeared along with its law and order machinery 
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Jinnah in November 1946 and Sikhs proposed population transfer, no 
takers of hard reality. 
Both SGPC and Khosla report concede more killings of Muslims in 


number. 


Writer concludes that-‘Since the partition of India on a religious basis 
was unacceptable to the Hindus and Sikhs and they countered it by 
demanding partition of the Punjab, the zero-sum game that ensued 
could not be resolved through rational argumentation. Under the 
circumstances, resorting to violence remained the main solution to such 
an impasse’ (Page 678) 


_Thus, writer rejects both hypothesises that whether there was Muslim 
League pre-plan or Sikh pre-plan for communal riots 

Ishtiaq Ahmed also refers to Punjab being a plural or a pluralist 
composite culture and accepts that there is a grain of truth in it. 

Even after religion-based nation formation, Pakistan faced Ahmadi 
problem from 1953, now they termed as minorities. 
Ethnic peace and amity is referred to through literary works of Ustad 
Daman, people rushing to watch cricket matches and welcoming 
migrated people on their visits to home places with warmth. 
Controversial international boundary fixed by Radcliffe award of 17% 
August created bitterness on both sides. 

Border spectacles of armies now entertainment, both Punjab’s remain 
inaccessible to each other. With this observation book concludes. 
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Singh), Ch. Riasat Ali, Prof. Shaukat Ali, Sharif Kunjahi, Tahira Mazhar 
Ali Khan, Dinanath Malhotra, HD Shourie, HS Mehta, Mohan Singh Rahi, 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Akram Waraich, Kirpal Singh, VN Dutta, Rakshat Puri, Muhammad Munir, 
IA Rehman, Reginald Massey, lan Talbot and more. 


My observations on the book- 


A 


This book is a significant study of Punjab partition and its 
consequences, based on data study through oral history technique 
of interviews. 

There is certain level of scholarly detachment in doing the study, 
where any bias could have affected the objectivity of such sensitive 
issue. 

There is fair balance in collecting data from both sides and 
interviews seems to have been reproduced fairly objectively, 
somewhere uncritically too. 

Fact that all three main groups-Hindu, Sikh and Muslims thought 
their own religious feelings as on a higher plane than other groups 
religious feelings, made them hate each other, rather than 
understand and respect each other’s faiths, while sticking to one’s 
own faith. 

The role of state has been highlighted dispassionately. The fact that 
British rulers had lost all interest in keeping their authority on 
citizens intact during last two years of their rule, has come out 
clearly from this study. While in almost two hundred years of their 
rule-1757-1947, they brutally suppressed people, when there was 
need to deal with communal groups with heavy hand, they simply 
looked other way and let the people get mad and kill each other 
brutally without any fear of the law and order machinery. In contrast 
how brutally Jallianwala Bagh protest was suppressed just less than 
three decades before in 1919 or even suppressing 1942 Quit India or 
1946 navy revolt shows, how demonic they were in their rule and how 
insensitive and unbothered they were to internecine war among its 
citizens in 1946-47. 

While British colonial rulers, especially Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy, 
by advancing the date of transfer of power by almost a year from 
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1948 to 1947 without necessary preparation and showing no 
sensitivity to volatile communal situation, is solely responsible for 
the genocide of nearly one million people and uprooting of another 
ten million, Indian leaders (including later day Pakistani leaders), 
were almost complicit in getting and letting the people emotionally 
aroused for genocide. Not only Muslim National Guards, patronised 
by Muslim League and RSS/Sikh militants, who were directly 
involved in killings, even liberal Congress and Muslim League 
leaders remained spectators, in the temptation of acquiring political 
power being transferred to them. 

7. The whole partition plan was irrational and inhuman, yet some 
sufferings could have been avoided if some reasonable decisions 
and administrative precautions taken. 

8. In retrospect perhaps 1946 Cabinet mission and earlier Cripps 
mission proposals to have federal India with Hindu dominated and 
Muslim dominated provinces with lesser central authority could have 
proved better option, rejected first by Congress party then Muslim 
league. 

9. United Punjab and United Bengal also would have been better 
options even as independent nations, then the sting of Jinnah’s two 
nation theory could have been foiled, perhaps there had been many 
nations then-Dravids, Baluchistan, Sindh, Kashmir may all had 
become nations. Both Akhand Bharat and two nation like irrational 
and unrealistic oppressive theories would have failed. There was 
strong lobby in favour of United Punjab and United Bengal. 

10.Communists misjudged and miscalculated the reality, rather than 
supporting the idea of Pakistan, they should have supported culture- 
based nationality. Ironically, Communists voted in favour of division 
of Bengal, whereas Sarat Bose, brother of Netaji Subhash Bose 
stood for United Bengal. In fact, Communist party of that time is 
responsible for killing communist and leftist movement both in 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, due to handing these regions over to 


Islamists, because of their wrong policy of that time. 
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11.Despite performing a commendable job through this study, 
author/researcher Prof. Ishtiaq Ahmed has been very casual at his 
certain unconfirmed sweeping statements, especially in reference to 
Ghadar party, presenting it as Sikh party/movement (Page 77) and 
referring one Baba Gurbaksh Singh, the rioter, as close to Bhagat 
Singh. (Quoted Madanlal Singh of Rawalpindi at page 218) he 
interviewed without cross checking the facts or confirming it from 
historic documents. Neither Ghadar party was a Sikh party nor there 
was any Baba Gurbaksh Singh, being close to Bhagat Singh. Such 
statements make such serious study lighter in academic rigour. 

12.Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru are described as non-communal, even 
by Muslim sufferers but not Patel, who is accused by many to be 
communal and facilitator of Muslim killings. | had heard from Bhagat 
Singh sister Bibi Amar Kaur about former Punjab Chief Minister 
Darbara Singh as complicit in anti-Muslim killings and this book also 
refers to his such role. Other secular force was Communist party 
whose members were killed by communal groups for trying to save 
the people from killing marauders of all three religious groups. 

On the whole, it is a welcome study on a all-time simmering issue, 

which cannot find closure till the partition is accepted on both sides 
but with open borders and freedom to interact with each other 


citizens as much as possible. 
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